
 

 

DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING  LEADS AND SIGNALS  W B F CONVENTION CARD 

OVERCALLS (Style: Responses: 1 / 2  Level; Reopening) OPENING LEADS STYLE   COMBINE  

    General Style: 1-level=7-16; other level=Sound; 

  Resp: as on the opening bids (See other side) + TRF [NOTE 3 ] 

  Raises=PRE;  Fit showing jumps 

  Simple RAISE: constructive  

  TRF after 1st&2nd level intervention at 1♣/♦,1M-(DBL),1M-2♦♥♠ 

1♣-(X):1♠=♣ or NT, 1NT nat, TRF to opp suit 2nd lvl GF w/o suit 

2nd lvl from opp suit TRF s/o / GF, 3 rd lvl before opp suit INV NAT, 

3rd lvl starting opp suit TRF INV ; 3♠ - TRF to 3NT 

1M-(DBL): 1NT-2М-1 – TRF; 2NT INV 4card fit 
Reopen: may be light (7+) 

 Lead CATEGORY:  Red 

Suit 3nd/5th   NCBO:  Russia 

NT 2nd/4th   PLAYERS:     

Subseq attitude  

MUD, High from seq,               OLGA PAVLUSHKO –MARINA CASTELLS 

Suit preference: Hi even – next suit by circle, Hi odd – previous suit by 

circle (circle ) skipping trump suit; Low even – even count in this 

suit, Low odd – odd count in this suit.  

Examples (NT): 8♠ - ♣, 9♠ - ♥, 3♠ -odd count, 4♠ - even 

 

1NT OVERCALL (2nd/4th Live; Responses; Reopening) LEADS SYSTEM SUMMARY 

  2nd POS: (14)15-18 

  4th LIVE: 2-suiter (5-4) unbidded 

  Reop Pos: at ♥♠ 13-15HCP BAL (may be without stopper) 
At ♦♣ 15-17(18) Bal 

Lead Vs. Suit Vs. NT 

Ace AK, Ax(+), AKx(+), same GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE: POLISH CLUB 

  F1 1 - 12+ (may be 5♣♦) 

  1: 11-16HCP 4+non-bal 

  5-card M(10-16 HCP);  PRE jump raises; 

  1NT resp:semi-F/1M; Special 2-level Openings 

  1NT opening: NV1-2seat 10-12, other: (14)15-17 HCP ANY 

DEVIATIONS; 2 over 1resp. F1 
  2-way checkback on 1st lvl openings (2♣- signoff 2♦/3♣ or INV, 

2♦ GF) 

  Transfers on intervention, Rubensohl 

King AK(J10)+, AKx(+), KQ(+) AKJ10(+), KQ(J/109)x(+) 

Queen Qx, QJ(+), AQJ(+) same 

Jack Jx, J10(+) A/KJ10+ same 

JUMP OVERCALLS (Style; Responses; Unusual NT)  10 10x, H109(+) same 

  6+, Natural, WEAK if NV. Resp: New suit=NF 
  2NT= 2-suiters: weak with lower  

  2 − majors 4+4+ 6-10. 2NT responce - ask. 

Reopen:    Natural. 5/6 losers; Strong 

9 109+ 9х same 

Hi-X Хx, xxХ+,Q/JxХ xSx, xSxx+, Sx 

Lo-X xxХ, (A/K)x(хх)S(x),QxS HHxS(x)S,HxxS(x) 

SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY 

DIRECT & JUMP CUE BIDS (Style; Response; Reopen)  Partner’s Lead Declarer’s Lead Discarding SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENSE 

  DIRECT =2-Suiter: Weak/strong with high suit (exc.on 2c=any) 

  2NT Overcall = 2-Suiter: weak with low suits 

  Jump CUE=Strong 1-suiter without stopper in opps suit 

1   LOW=ENCRG   S/P   S/P   2 = 4+♥4+♠ 0-9 NONVUL, 5-11 VUL 

   

   

  GAMBLING 3NT(1st 2nd pos w/o, 3rd outside A/K). 

  DIRECT CUE = 2-Suiter: Strong or Weak with high suit  
  2NT Overcall = 2-Suiter: strong or weak with low suits  

  TRF after 1st&2nd level intervention at 1♣/♦/NT, 1M-(DBL), 

  1M-2♦♥♠ 

   

  Fit showing jumps; Lebensohl-Variation 

  1M - 2M-1 = ART good raise; 

On discards:   

Suit 2   S/P   Hi/lo=O   Hi/lo=O 

3   Hi/lo=O   

1   same   same   same 

VS. NT (vs. Strong/Weak; Reopening;PH) NT 2   same   same   same 

  Vs.strong (mid strength=>15): DBL = 15+, 2 = 4+-4+ MM,                    

2 = 6+М, 2/ = 5+/-4+m, 3level preempt.  

 Reopen: 2x=x+higher suit 44+, DBL 1-suiter 

 Vs.weak: DBL 12+, 2 = 4+-4+ MM, 2 = 6+М, 2/ = 5+/-

4+m, 2/ = 5+/-4+m, 3 level constructive.  

Reopen: x=x+higher suit 44+, DBL 11+.  

Vs mini-NT: 2♣MM 44+, 2♦ 1M, 2♥♠ with minor, DBL 12+ 

3   same   

 

High level contracts (5-6 level): on A Lavental, on K - count 

SMITH SIGNAL vs NT: enc - low from leader, high from second defender. 

Count in a suit critical to partner (Hi = O). On A 5-6th lvl: lavintal. 

DOUBLES 

VS.PREEMTS (Doubles; Cue-bids; Jumps; NT Bids) TAKEOUT DOUBLES (Style; Responses; Reopening) 

  DBL=take-out; CUE=5+5+; 4th lvl – DONT on major preemt, 

 MultyLandy on minor preempt. (3♥)-4♣ - ♣♠. (3♣)-4♦ - 1 Major 

  Low minor: 3/4 (on 3/4)  

  May be light with classic shape; Reopen: very light;  

  1st step response after (1M) DBL = NEG 

SPECIAL, ARTIFICIAL & COMPETITIVE DBLS/RDLS 

VS. ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS- i.e. 1 or 2   Most of DBLs on L2=NEG; NEG DBL followed by suit rebid=NF at L2  

 DBLs on L2 PEN 1) after our opening 2♦♥♠NT; 2) on 2♣ GF DBL show ♣ 

 3) 1♣/♦-1NT-(2x)-DBL, 4) 1x-2y(if GF)-(2z)-DBL  

  Our style is to make a lot of speculative penalty doubles  

 1m-(1M)-DBL 4-5 in OM; 1♦-(DBL)-RDBL 4-5♥ 

  TWO-WAY or COMP DBL on the L3; (1♣)-DBL like our 1♣ opening 

   RESP DBLs=NEG DBLs; RDBL:  SOS after penalty (may be passed)  

  LEAD-DIRECTING DBL; SUPP DBL/ RDBL THRU 2-in-resp suit 

SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES 

   Vs 1 (16+):  DBL=4+, 1s=3+s; 1NT=4+/4+ or 4+/4+; 

   2s=6+ in s+1 or two other suits. Ex: 2♦ - 6+♥ OR ♠♣ 4+4+ 
   3/4/5/6 levels same logic, Ex: 4♥=♠7+ OR mm 5+5+, 3♠=♣ OR ♥♦ 

  (1x)-dbl-(redbl)-PASS=F;  

  (2/3x)-DBL/pass-(5x)-PASS=F 

  PASS=F then we bid VUL game but opps are NV 

OVER OPPONENTS’ TAKEOUT DOUBLE IMPORTANT NOTES 

    RDBL=Strong; Fit showing jumps 

Transfers after 1st level intervention at 1♣/♦, 1M-(DBL), 1M-2♦♥♠ 

psychics – seldom 

In unclear situations, we do not pass 
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DESCRIPTION RESPONSES SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
PASSED HAND 

BIDDING 

1 Yes 0 3  12-14 bal or 5+ =1M or 16+  

5+ or 17+ 5+ / or 4414 

11-17 or 18+ any 

1=0-6HPC any or 7-11 minors 4+5+; 1/=4+  

7+HCP; 1NT=7-10HCP BAL; 2/ 5+ GF  

2 GI BAL, 2/2NT GF BAL 

3♣♦ NAT INV, 3♥♠ NAT PRE 

1-1-1 = 3+; 1♣-1♦-3♥♠4♣ - 2-suiter GF 

1-1-2♣ GF; 1♣-2♥♠NT-2♠/NT/♣ relay  

1♣-1♥♠-1NT-2♣ - signoff 2♦/3♣ or INV 

1♣-1♥♠-1NT-2♦ - art GF; 1♣-1NT-2♣ relay 

1♣-2♥♠ shaped, GI 

1♣-1♥♠-1NT-2♣♦ - 

natural 

1  4 4  11-16HCP 4+non-bal 

16-18 4441 with  

1/=7+HCP 4+; 1NT – NAT; 2=10+HCP 4+ 

2=4+ GF ; 2/= GF HH; 3=PRE 

1-1/-2NT=6+ w/o 3/, Gladiator 

2-way checkback 

1-1♥/: 1NT 4♣; 2♣ 6♦; 2♦/♥ 543♥♠1; 2♠/3♥ 4♥♠441  

1♦-1x-1y-2♣♦ nat 

NF 

2/ - 5+ GI 

1  5 4 10-16 5+  1NT=7-12 Semi-F; 2 ART GF; 2=8+ fit;  

2= 5-8 (Hx+); 3=PRE; 2NT=GI  5+5+ mm;  

3/=INV; 3=SPL any void; 3NT/4/=SPL 

NAT, 4thS=F, 2-way checkback 

1-2-2♥ = 4♠, 1♥-2♣-2♠ = min (2NT relay) 

1-2-2NT – short, 3/ nat.short 

2 -TRF ♦ 

1  5 4 10-16 5+  Similar to 1 , 2 - TRF to ; 2=8+ fit; Similar 2 - TRF ♦ 

INT   3  Nv 1-2 seat: 10-12 

(14)15-17 bal 
2=STAY 0+HCP; 2♥♠=JTB; 2NT mm or ♦ GF 
3m=INV; 3M=54+♣/1OM; 4♣ 55♥♠; 4♦♥ TRF 

1NT-2♣-2♦♥♠-2♠/♣ ART GF relay 

1NT-2♣-2♦-2♥ - weak MM 

 

2  5  11-16 5+ (if 5, =4M) 2 ask for shape; 3 inv, 3♦♥ trf ♥♠ inv+, 3♠ GF♦ 

2NT=weak fit or 55M GI or 55M GF or ♦ GI 

2-2-2NT 6min, 3 6 max - 3♦ ask 4 shape; 2♣-2♦-2M-

R GF; 2♣-2♦-2M-3♦ ART M fit; 2♣-2NT-3♣-? 
3♦ ♥♠ GF, 3♥ ♥♠ GI, 3♠ ♦GI 

 

2 Yes 0  4+ 4+ ♥♠ 0-9 NV / 5-11 Vul 2NT = GF R, Any / = contract;  

3♣ -♣ GF, s/o♦ or ♥♠ Inv, 3♦ - GI 3+3+♥♠ 

2♦-2NT: 3=max till 55, 3♦ - relay; min: 3=44;  

3=5+♥♠4OM; 3NT=55; 4♣♦=6♥♠5OM max 

 

2  6  6+ PRE  2♠=R, 2NT NAT GI; 3/=NAT GF,  

Any =PRE 

3//2NT=Shortness; 3=Min, w/o shortn; 

3♠=MAX, w/o shortn; 3NT/4♣ 65 with ♦/♣ 

 

2  6  6+ PRE 2NT=NAT; 3♣ R; 3//=NAT GF;  

Any =PRE 

3=Shortness ♣/♦; 3♥ short; 3=Min, w/o  

shortness; 3NT=MAX, w/o shortn; 

 

2NT    21-22 BAL 3♣ puppet Stayman, 3♦♥ TRF; 3♠ minors 

3NT 5♠4♥, 4♣♦ NAT SI 

3♦ - 4M (3M – 4in OM); 3♥ no45M, 3NT♠ 5♥♠ 

2NT-3♦♥-3♥♠ 2card ♥♠ / 3NT 3c fit 

2NT-3♠-4♣♦ NF 

3  6  preempt, 3rd pos – TNT based 3M=GF Vul, NF Non-Vul, 4♦ - ♥♠55+  Random 

3  6  similar 3M=GF Vul, NF Non-Vul, 4♣ - ♥♠55+  Random 

3  6  similar   Random 

3  6  similar   Random 

3NT    7 card solid suit, 1st 2nd seat 

w/o, 3rd seat side A/K 
4=forcing, other P/C 4♥♠ - shortness, 4NT – w/o short,  

5♣ - short ♦, 5♦ short ♣ 

 

4 Yes 0  Constructive ♥ 4♦ - ask to bid 4♥   

4 Yes 0  Constructive ♠ 4♥ - ask to bid 4♠   

4  7  Preemptive  HIGH LEVEL BIDDING 

4  7  Preemptive  Cue-bids – any class, 4NT from unlimited or 19+ hand RKCB 3014 

If slam bidding not started – 4NT NAT INV 

After RKCB relay ask 4 Q: 1-no Q, 2-Q & 0/3K, 3- Q and 1low/2 other K,  

4 – Q and mid or 2 other K, 3- Q and high/2 other K. 5NT – trump Q/pick a slam 

Void Blackwood 5th level: 0-1-2-2 with queen 

4NT Yes   Minors  

5  7  Preemptive  

5  7  Preemptive  

5  8  Preemptive  

5  8  Preemptive  
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES OLGA PAVLUSHKO  - MARINA CASTELLS 

 

[Note 1]: Two-way checkback and usual checkback 
Two-way checkback Positions: 

- 1♣♦♥♠-1♥♠-1♠/NT 

Principles: 

- 2♣ s/o to ♦ or any INV (opener always bid 2♦, except playing MP with good hand and 3 in partner Major) 
o 2/3M – INV 

o 2NT – INV with ♣ 

o 3♣ - signoff  
- 2♦ any GF, opener describe hand naturally with a preference showing support in partners major 

Example  

1♣-1♥-1NT -2♦ - GF 
   2♥ - 3♥, min 

 2♠ - 3♥, max 

 2NT  – 2♥ (3244) 
 3♣♦ - 5♣♦, 2♥ 

- Jump bid to major show shaped INV (ask to bid game with minimal but controlled hand) 

- Jump bid to new suit 3♣♦OM GF 55+ (except 1♦-1M-1NT!-3♦ - NAT INV) 
- 2NT nat bal INV  

- Other bids on nearest level sign off 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 2]: Transfers after intervention on our 1st level openings   
One of the main principles of the system is playing transfers on low 1st level intervention on our 1♣♦ openings and low intervention on 1M.  

On 1♣: 
Main principals: 

- 1♠ - ♣ or NT  (correction to ♣ NF) 

- TRF to opponent suit 2nd lvl – GF w/o majors (may have 
stopper want  to play from partner hand) 

- 2nd level starting from opponent  suit – TRF weak or strong  

- 3rd level before opponent  suit – INV NAT 
- 3rd level starting opponent  suit – TRF INV 

- 3♠ - TRF to  3NT  (~ gambling) 

 

On 1♦: 
Same logic as after 1♣, with following differences:  

- 2♦ is TRF to ♥ 

- 3♣ NAT INV 
- 3♦ preemptive 

- 3♥ is splinter on DBL, TFR to ♠ on 1♥ and NAT INV on 1♠ 

- 3♠ is splinter on DBL, ♥ splinter on 1♥ and ♠ splinter on 1♠ 
On 1M: 

- On DBL: XX denies fit , TRF from 1NT to 2M-1(good raise), 

NB: 2M weak raise 
- On 1♥-(1♠) DBL TFR to NT or ♣, 2♣♠ TFR to next suit, 2♦ 

unlimited good raise, 2♥ weak raise, 2NT 4card fit INV+, 3♣♦ 

NAT INV before pass and fit + suit after pass, 3♠ splinter, 4♣♦ 
fit + suit 

- On 2♦-2♠ TRF from 2NT to 3M-1 

Transfers on 2nd level intervention: see [Note 4] 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 3]: Transfers in intervention  
When we made a constructive intervention on the opponents opening we play transfers in case 2 in the opponents suit bid is available, even if 2nd opponent 

made a bid. On 1♣ (natural, polish) opening we assume ♣ is opponens suit. Same applies when we entered the auction on a 2nd level with transfers from 
opponent suit till our raise (straight raise – weaker than raise -1).  

Principle: 

- Bids lower 2OS F1 if not passes, NF if passed 
- From 2OS till our raise are transfers  

- normal raise is weaker then normal raise -1 
- If no TRF to the suit available, jump in this suit NAT INV if not passed, fit + suit if passed 

- Exception: on our intervention 2♣ we play as on our 2♣ opening (2♦ asking, 2♥♠ nat if not OS) 

If our transfer is doubled, pass – no doubleton, REDBL nat 4+, the rest is natural with shortness in transfer suit. Auto bid shows at least doubleton. 
Examples: 

(1♦)-1♠-(p,X,1NT, 2♣)- 

- 2♣ NAT F1 if not passes, NF if passed  

- 2♦ TRF ♥ 

- 2♥ good raise  

- 2♠ weak raise 

- 1/2/3 NT NAT 

 

(1♠) - 2♥ 

- 2♠ - TRF ♣ 

- 2NT NAT 

- 3♣ TRF ♦ 

- 3♦ good raise 

- 3♥ weak raise 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 4]: Transfer Lebensohl 
Positions: 

- 2nd level intervention on our 1NT opening 

- (1M)-1NT-(2M) 
- 1♣♦♥♠-(2♦♥♠ any meaning) 

 

Principles: 

- TRF Starting 2NT (2NT=5+♣, 3♣=5+♦ …) 

- TRF to opp suit if known – ask for stopper 
- 2nd level bids NF 

- If respoder could bid suit on 2nd level, TRF shows GF, if 

not – GF or sign off 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 5]: Lebensohl 
Positions:  

(2x)-DBL-(Pass); 1♣-(2x)-Pass-(Pass)-DBL-(Pass), 

1♣-1♦-(2x)-DBL,  

(2♦ multy) DBL-(pass) , (2♦ multy)-p-(2♥♠)-DBL-
(p)  

1♣-(2♦)-p-(2♥)-dbl-? , (1М)-пас-(2М)-Х-(пас)-? 

Principles: 
 2NT bid used to show signoffs, INV in suits available at 

2nd level, and GF with stopper. 

2 level suit  - NF 
3 level suit, suit jump  – points, partner can bid game with a good 

hand 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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[Note 6]: Intervention on 1NT 
Live  Multy-Landy with strong double 

DBL ~ 15+ on strong, 12+ on weak DBL, if passed: penalty doubles, pass forcing  

  (1NT ) Х (pass-F1 to REDOBLE) ?  

                              Pass-penalty, further penalty doubles, pass forcing   
  (1NT )-Х (pass) -? 

    Same scheme as after we are doubled on 1NT opening. 

2 – MM 4+4+ 

  2 - asking for better M,  

2NT  – GI+, 2NT  – asking (with the scheme as on our 2♦ opening) 

3♣ -TRF to ♦: weak♦, INV with fit in M, or GF♣  
3♦ INV with MM 3++ 

 2 – 6+ in M 

  If doubled   : ХХ – asking to bid M, 2♥♠ - NAT . 

  3 – pass or correct 

  2NT  – asking (3 – max , 3- min ) 

  On M intervention – DBL pass or correct,  
On minor intervention – penalty, M – pass or correct  

 2 – 5+♥ +  4+m 

  further 2NT 3♣♦ - pass or correct  
  On M intervention – DBL penalty, minor – pass or correct 

 2 – 5+♠ +  4+m 

  further 2NT 3♣♦ - pass or correct  
  On M intervention – DBL penalty, minor – pass or correct 

 2NT  – mm  OR  extra hand GI 

 3 level – weak on strong NT and strong on weak (< 15) 
Reopen and after pass – DON’T (except mini-NT) 

Dbl – 1-suiter (but strong on weak NT , 12 +) 

2  - 4+♣4+other 

2  - 4+♦4+M 

2 - MM 4+4+ 

 2♠ - weak ♠  
Further: 

All bids - pass or correct (on strong DBL – NAT ) 

2NT  – INV hand  
On mini-NT we play DBLs as points everywhere, including transfers, stayman. Multy in reopen position.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 7]: DON’T and Multylandy combo approach 
Applies to many competitive auctions:  

Multy-Landy: 

1♣-(1NT ) – DBL penalty, 2М =4М  5+m 

(1♣)-DBL-(1NT ) - DBL penalty, 2М =4М 4+m 

(1♣♦)-pass- (1NT ) – 2M = 5М4+м 

On preemptive minor: 
(3♣♦) in both straight and reopen positions 4♣- majors, 4♦ - One Major, 4♥♠ - with minor 

Same (1♦)-(3♦), (3minor) pass (3NT), (3NT Gambling)  

Same if we bid  3NT over preempt, i.e. 
(3♣♦)-3NT -(p)-4x – M-Landy 

Landy: 

1♦-(1NT )-2♣ - MM, rest  NAT  
DON’T 

1♥♠-(1NT ) – DBL penalty, 2m – DONT. 

(1♣)-p-(1NT )-p-(p) – reopen position 
(3M) - in both straight and reopen positions 4♣♦ with OM, 4OM NAT 1-suiter 

Same on (1M)- (3M), (1M)- (3NT) 

NAT : 
(1♥♠)-(1NT ) -NAT 

1♣-(Х)-р-(1NT)-р-(р)-NAT 

1♣-(Х)-р-(1♦♥♠)-р-(1NT)-NAT 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 8]: Pass over opponents RDBL 
Pass shows nothing special if 1st level:  (1)-DBL-(REDBL)-pass. 

Penalty Pass: from 1NT, 2nd  lvl and higher   (2)-dbl-(rdbl)-pass AND in trapping check positions.  

1♦/♥/♠- pass-pass-Х-ХХ- pass  

1♦/♥/♠-pass-pass-Х-2♦/♥/♠-Х – pass 
If some asking bid doubled: if not defined in a system we ignore the DBL 

Same, if no special agreements we suppose the bid is NAT 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 9]: Forcing pass  
GF creates FP on any level. 

Forcing pass is created when we voluntarily bid game and had no stronger bid. 

3NT  in attack always create FP 
Examples: 

(2♥)-4♠-(5♥) – FP 

(3♠)-4♥-(4♠) – no FP 
1♠-(2♦)-4♠- no FP 

1♠-(2♦)-4♣ -suit + fit, creates FP from 5th level 

1♠-(3♦)-4♠ - FP 
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1♥-(1♠)-2NT -(3♠)-4♥ - no FP 

1♣-(2♠)-4♥-(4♠) – FP 
(1♠)-4♥-(4♠) – no FP 

1♣-(3♠)-4♥-(4♠)- FP  

1♠-(p)-2♠-(3♦)-4♣-(4♦)-?  
Pass – bad hand 

4♠ - good hand 

1♥-(1♠)-2♥-(2♠)-3♣-(4♠) – no FP 
Fit + suit bids create FP only from 5th level.  

Immediate bid in forcing pass position is weaker than pass, then bid on partner’s double. 

If we are in GI position  w/o fits, 2nd level  forcing, 3rd NF! For example: 
1NT  –(2♣ MM) – DBL –(2♥). Pass forcing. But 1NT -(2♣ MM)-DBL-(3♥) – pass not forcing 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 10]: Slam bidding  
Main style:  

1. We do not jump to game with strong hands, always give cues. 

2. Cues does not show extras. 
3. Cues any class (in partner suit – A or K) 

4. 3NT  with natural intention, if cues not started – game choice, if started – waiting.  

5. RKCB – 14/30. Relay – ask for Q. If Q known, ask for Kings.  
6. Splinter is given always on the last suit 

7. Jump to 5th level in our suit ask to bid slam with control in opponent suit OR unbidden cue  

Blackwood & Co: 

4NT  slam bidding  1430 2 w/o 2 with Q 

Void answers: 

- 5NT  – 2 Aces w/o the Q and a void 
- 6x – 2 Aces with the Q and a void (nat void if possible) 

After blackwood: 

- Relay – ask about the Q (return to suit – no Q, 1-Q&0/3K, 2-Q &lowest/others, 3-Q & middle/others, 4-Q & highest/others) 
- If the Q is known, ask about kings (return to suit – no K, 1-lowest or two others, 2- middle or two others, 3-highest or two others, 4-3K) 

- 5NT if not relay about Q or K – ask for extra values. 

- 5NT may be SOS bid if we are lost ☺ ask to bid a contract finally 
- 6 lvl ask for Q or doubleton in this suit to bid grand, with doubleton we respond 6NT. 

IMPORTANT:  4NT  shows 2 aces from limited (up to 1NT opening strength) hand (relay – about the Q) 

Also we play 4NT 2-suiter in competitive bidding 1♠-(4♥)-4NT minors or SI ♠ 
Void blackwood 012/2+Q 

1-side bidding: 1 level higher then Splinter. 
2 side bidding: only in opponent suit. 

With intervention: 

If cue doubled: pass – waiting, RDBL – 1st class, bid ~Q or single 
If RKCB doubled: pass 1st step, DBL/RDBL 2nd step 

If opponents bid over our 4NT: PEDO 

6-cards Blackwood 
If we showed two suits and have no possibility to force in one of them, usually after opponent’s preemptive. For example,  

(3♥)-4♣ (with ♠), 1♣-(3♠)-4♦ (with ♥) 

Blackwood: 14 30 2 w/o QQ, 2 with lowest Q, 2 with highest Q, 2 QQ. Autoblackwood 3 from interventer, 2 from passed hand. After first two 
steps relay asking for queens by the same scheme.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 11]: Doubles  
Mostly we play negative doubles.  
Negative doubles  

- through 4♥. 

- Negative DBL 12+ PC (if 10-11 then good shape) 
- DBL on 1♣ = our opening 1♣, system on 

- DBL on 1♦ MM 3+3+ 

- DBL on 1♥♠: ~4OM if 11-15 
- Consequence: (1М)-Х-(pass)-2♣-(pass)-2♦ does not promise 

strong hand. 

- Negative if in doubt. 

Penalty Doubles:  
- GF 

- Passed, then doubled: shows trapping 

- After trapping shown, from any hand  
- If 3 suits were bid  

- Lightner DBL. 
- After partner’s preemptive (starting 2♦ opening) 

- After our penalty RDBL. 

- After DBL on 2NT lower suits or Michaels intervention. 
- On “pass-or-correct” bids 

- After our bidding 1♣-1NT - (opponent bid)  

- If we stopped in partscore and opponent decide to balance 
Specials: 

1♦-1♥-(2♥-nat)-dbl and 1♦-1♥-(2♥-nat)-p-dbl – negative 

1♦-1♥-(2♥- Michaels)-dbl – 3 card support 
1♣-1♥-(1NT -nat)-dbl – max, not support  

1♣-1♥-(1NT -distributional)-dbl – 3 card support 

 

Negative doubles examples 

(1♣)-pass-(1♦)-dbl 

(2♦-Multy)-pass-(2♥-pass or correct)-dbl 
(3♣-♦ preempt)-dbl  

 (1NT  – 10-12)-pass-(2♦-TRF )-dbl – points (TRF suit Michaels 

or 3 suiter) 
Natural doubles examples: 

(2♣)-pass-(2♦)-dbl 

(1NT )-pass-(2♦)-dbl (except 1NT 10-12) 
(1NT )-pass-(2♠-TRF or INV)-dbl 

Pass-(1♣)-pass-(1♦)-dbl (we passed) 

1♣/♦-1NT -(2x)-Х  
1♣-(1♠)-pass-(2♣-Druri)-dbl – just promise ♣ 

DBL on Splinter 
On Splinter NV vs V – suit, looking for cheap defense, other 

zones – ask to lead LOWER of rest suits 

DBL-reopen 
After 1♣ opening we check trapping through 2♠ and on 3♦ with 

4414 (can be 12-14) 

After Nat openings we always check trapping with shortness. 
(1х)-pass-pass-Х – DBL 7+ 

DBL-RDBL 3 card support 

1х-1М-(Х)-ХХ 
1х-1М-2у-Х – if 2M is available 

If our preemptive bid doubled and redoubled: DBL from opener on 

opponents bid shows shortness in the suit  
 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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[Note 12]: Our ART bids doubled  
If art asking bid doubled: 

1NT -2♣-(dbl) 

2♣-2♦-(dbl) 

Bid shows maximum half stopper, further art suit bid – asking for a half stopper 
RDBL – NAT if we han have the suit (except 2♣-2♦-(dbl)) 

Pass – shows stopper, further REDBL – RE-asking 

But! After 1NT -2♠-(dbl) – bids 2NT/3♣ show stopper. 
If 2♣ checkback doubled: 

RDBL – NAT (if possible ♣) 

Pass – stopper, further RDBL - penalty 
2♦ - no stopper 

2М – 3M, w/o info about stopper 

If 2♦ checkback doubled: 
RDBL – NAT (if possible ♦) 

Pass – stopper, further RDBL – penalty. 

Bid – w/o stopper 
TRF bid doubled 

After NT: 

Accept TRF shows fit (system on) 
RDBL – NAT 

Pass – no fit (further RDBL – RETRF ) 

Ask for stopper doubled 

Bid – shortness in a suit 

NT - stopper 

RDBL – shows stopper, ask partner to bid NT 
Pass – no shortness, may have half stopper (RDBL – ask for a halfstopper) 

In penalty positions: 

After srong REDBL, GF, trapping positions when oppenents run in some suit or make RDBL SOS: 
- In 2nd position bids show minimum, refusing to pass partner’s DBL on the contract 

- In 2nd position pass, then bid on a partner’s DBL show maximum, usually with a shortness in OS. 

- In 2nd position DBL 4+ cards 
- In 4th position DBL 3+ cards 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 13]: Special defense against different openings 
Against 2♦ - multy: 

DBL  - around ♠. 

We double with ♥,  pass with ♠, then DBL if opponents stopped in ♥. Examples:  
2♦-pass-2♥!-pass- 

pass-Х  - negative DBL with ♠ 

2♦-pass-2♠-pass 
pass-Х  - penalty 

2♦-pass-2♥-Х – suppose they guessed the suit, negative DBL 

2♦-Х-2♥-Х – penalty (partner showed ♥ with first DBL). 
Lebensohl everywhere. 

After overcall with a major other major bid – ask for stopper, except (2♦)-DBL-(pass)-2♥-(pass)-2♠ - NAT  

(2♦)-DBL-(pass=♦)-3♦ - Lebensohl around ♦ 
(2♦) Х (pass/RDBL = ♦) pass=♦. 

(2♦)-4♣♦ - with major 

(2♦)-pass-(2/3М)-4♣♦ - with OM  

Against 2 – NAT or 55 

4♦-55 with other major 

4ОМ – 1-suiter, strong 
4М – strong minor 1-suiter 

5♣♦ - contract 

4NT  – ♣♦ 
Similar logic in other positions: 

(2-multy)-p-(2) , (2-precision)-p-(3♣),  (1)-p-(3) 

Against strong 1♣ 16+ 
Main idea: no natural bids.  

Dbl – ♣ lead direct (1♣-pass-1♦-DBL is ♦ lead direct) 

1♦♥♠ - 1st level – lead direct, may have a longer suit (Example: Axx, KJx). 
1NT ,2NT ,3NT  – ♣♥ or  ♦♠ (1NT 44+) 

2♣ and higher – next suit OR two other suits. (i.e. 2♣ = ♦ or  ♥+♠ etc.) 

This scheme works on any level (i.e.3♥ = ♠ or ♣♦55+). 
Against 2NT  – minors 

3 - ♥♠, ♥ longer or equal length 

3 - ♥♠, ♠ is longer 

Further bidding: 4♣ fits ♥, 4♦ fist  ♠ ~ last train 

Same after our opening, e,g,: 

1-(2NT )-? 

 3 - 5+♥, GF 

 3 - ♠fit,  INV+ 

 3 - ♥, competitive 

 3 - fit, competitive 

1-(2NT )-? 

 3 -  fir ♥ INV+ 

 3 - 5+♠, GF 
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 3 - fit, competitive 

 3 - competitive 

On Michaels after our 1 opening 

 DBL – for penalty 

 2NT  – Inv+ fit 

 3 - suit + fit  

 3МО – competitive 

 3NT  – to play 

2(on 1-2), 3(on 1-2) –GF w/o fit and penalty intention 

Against 2NT  – Inv+ fit 

(1)-(2NT )-dbl –negative 

(1)-(2NT )-3! – 2-suiter with higher suit 

(1)-(2NT )-4♦♣ – weak 

3rd and higher level intervention 
 See [Note 7] 

On 4♣ - 4♦ = 5♦5M 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 14]: 1M special cuts 
1М-1NT   – half-forcing (can be passed only with 10-11(12) 5332) 

1M -2M 
 New suit asks for support (usually 4+, but sometimes used on Hx) 

 2M+1 –prepare to show single on rele 

2♣  ANY ART GF (may have 4♠ if opened 1♥) 
  2♦ - 4+♦ 

  2♠ – min after 1♥♠ openings, may be with ♣, may be 6M. Further 2NT – ask for shape 

  2♥ if opened 1♥, =4♠, if opened 1♠ - NAT, further: 2♠ relay with NAT answers, 2NT – no fits relay 
  2NT  –~BAL not min 

  3♣♥♦ - max, 55+ 

  3М – max, good suit 6+ 
  After showing 2-suiter on 2nd level (1M-2♣-2suit) 

   2M – relay with a fit in one of the suits w/o shortness in 2nd suit. Ask to describe naturally 

   3M/2nd suit – fit with shortness in 2nd suit/M 
1M-2M-1 good raise (from 2.5M to GF) 

2M min 

2M+1 – prepare to show 2nd suit after rele  
3♣♦OM shortness  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 15]: 1NT Opening  
2  - Stayman:  

2 - no 4 M 

    2  - NF, pass or correct to ♠  

  2♠  - ART GF relay 

   2NT  – no 5♣♦, further search for 44 in 

minor 
   3♣♦ - 5♣♦332 

  2NT   – INV  

  3♣♦  - GF 5+ 
3♥♠  - Smolen, GF, =4 in this suit and 5+ OM. 

On opener’s 3NT 4♣♦ – shortness, 6OM.  

 2 - 4♥, may have 4♠ 

         2♠  - ART GF relay, may have ♥ fit, or searching for 44 

in a minor 

Opener bids the 4 if any, responder fits ♥ with 3♥, 
minor with a cue. 

2NT  – no 4♣♦(may have 4♠),  

      3♠ - 4♠ 
3♥ - 5♥ 

        2NT   - INV with 4♠ 

         3♣♦  - GF, 5+ ♣♦ with 4♠ 

3  – INV 

3/4♣/♦ - Splinter 

3NT   - guarantee 4♠ 

 2 - 4 ♠, no 4♥ 

  2NT   – INV with 4♥ 

  3♣♦  - GF, 5+ ♣♦ & 4♥ 
  3♥   - GF with ♠ fit, starting cues 

  3♠  - INV  

  4♣♦♥  - Splinter 
 

2, -TRF 

 After minimal bid we play 2nd transfers INV+ starting from 

2NT. (1NT - 2♦-2♥-2♠-NAT INV, 1NT - 2♦-2♥-2NT/3♣ 4+♣/♦) 

 We never play 2NT. 

 On a second TRF to minor: 

Fit M or m on nearest level – min, to play if was INV 
Other suits on 3rd level – interested in minor, GF 

Other suits on 4th  level – interested in M, GF, que 

ReTRF to M = GF, 5+M 
3M denies fit, Que shows fit, 3NT – fit. Preferres 

NT, min 

Raise to 3M – INV, 5+M 
Super acceptance of M TRF:  

Next three answers after automatical showing 4cards fit and 

doubletons ♣♦♠♥  
Example: 1NT -2♦-2♠- doubleton ♣, 2NT  – doubleton  ♦ etc.. 

Responder have RETRF. 

3M – 4333 nice hand. 
 1NT -2♦-2♥-3♦ - GF!  

 1NT -2♦-2♥-4♥ - light SI 

 1NT -2♥-2♠-4♣♦♥ - Splinters (4♥ is also Splinter, see 1NT-4♣) 
 

2  - 1) BAL GI; 2) signoff in ♣; 3) GF with ♣) 

2NT  – min 

  3 - signoff 

   3 - auto Splinter with ♣, GF+ 

   3NT  – to play 
   4♣ - GF♣, starting cues, no shortness 

 3 - max 

2NT  – 1) (54)♣♦ signoff ; 2) ♦ signoff ; 3)  ♦ GF 

 3/ - better minor 

  3 - ♦ signoff   

3,4 auto Splinter, ♦ GF+ (1NT -2NT -3m-4♣-

4NT  to play) 

 

 

3  - NAT INV  

3/ - “5431”, short in OM, =3M. 4♣♦ - forcing 

1NT -3♥-3♠ - ask for shape nat 
4♣ - 55 MM, GF (w/o SI) 

After suit intervention on Stayman DBL negative, but on 2♦ - penalty 

If our TRF doubled: 

Rdbl – 4+ in suit 
Autobid – fit, Superacceptance bids,  
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4♦♥ - big TRF (w/o SI) 

With intervention: 
1NT-2♣ - (Dbl) 

 2♦- w/o ♣ stopper, 4♥ 

2♥- w/o ♣ stopper, 4♠  
2♠ - w/o ♣ stopper, 4♥ 4♠ 

 pass – with ♣ stopper, then: 

 Rdbl – re-Stayman, then system on 
2♦♥ - weak with ~4441 or MM  

On ♣ raise DBL is re-Stayman 

 Rdbl – 4+♣, further: 
  2♦♥ - weak with ~4441 or MM 

  2♠ - INV , 4♠ 

  2NT  – INV 4♥ 
  3♣ - ask for another 4 

 

The rest hands – pass, then  REDBL – ask to name the suit. 

1NT -(p)-2♠-(dbl)-? 
 2NT  – min, with stopper (then System on) 

 3♣ - max with stopper (then System on) 

 Rdbl – good ♠ (then System on) 
Pass – w/o stopper: 

  2NT 3♣ - to play 

  Rdbl – looking for best contract 
  3♦♥♠ - Autosplinters, GF ♣ 

1NT  – (DBL-shape or 2♣ 1 suit) – System On 

1NT  – (DBL-points): 
Pass – F1, may have 1 suit 5+ 

 Rdbl – penalty  

2 in suit – DON’T, 2 suits 44+ 
3 suit preemptive 

2NT  – 2-suiter hand GI+. 

REDBL penalty, except (1x)-1NT -(dbl)-rdbl – SOS 
1NT – (2♣♦♥♠) – we play TRF starting 2NT, see [Note 2] 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

[Note 16]: 2♦ opening special cuts 
 

234♥♠, 3NT to play  

2NT – GF, asking  

3♣ - max up to 55, then 3♦ - Relay 
3♥=4♠5♥, 3♠=5♠4♥, 3NT= 4♠4♥, 4♣=5♥5♠ 

 3♦ - min 44 

 3♥ - min 4♠5+♥ 
 3♠ - min 5+♠4♥ 

 3NT – min from 5+♠5+♥ 

 4♣ - max 5♠6♥ 
 4♦ - max 6♠5♥ 

After answer on relay 4♣ - asking for single (1-no, 2-lower, 3-higher), 4♦ - 

RKCB on ♥, 4NT - RKCB on ♠ 
 

3♣ - TRF to 3♦: weak ♦, INV with M fit or ♣ GF (showed by 3NT on 3♦) 

3♦ - INV ♥♠3+3+ 

 3♥♠ - to play  
 4♣ - ~equal MM 

 4♦♥ - TRF to a better M 

Dealing with intervention:  
Penalty DBLs. 

2♦-(dbl)-? 

 Rdbl – ask for better suit 
 3♣ - signoff  

 Pass – ♦, further 2♥ – longer ♥, rdbl – equal length or longer ♠  

 The rest system on 
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